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Year 2 – Living things and their habitats - MTP Unit Overview 

 

 

By the end of this unit all pupils should be able to: 

• explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, 
and things that have never been alive 

• identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds 
of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other 

• identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats 

• describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using 
the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of 
food 

 

 

By the end of this unit pupils should have developed the following 

working scientifically skills: 

• Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be 

answered in different ways. 

• Observing closely, using simple equiptment. 

• Performing simple tests. 

• Identifying and classifying. 

• Using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to 

questions. 

• Gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

Prior learning: Year 1 

Animals including humans 

Pupils should be taught to:  

• identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 

• identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

• describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals including pets) 

• identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is 
associated with each sense 

 

Building towards: Year 4   

Pupils should be taught to: 

• recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways 

• explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local 
and wider environment 

• recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things 

 

 


