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By the end of this unit all pupils should know: 

• describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to 
common observable characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro-organisms, plants and animals 

• give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific 
characteristics 

By the end of this unit pupils should have developed the following 
working scientifically skills: 

• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific 
enquiries to answer them  

• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests  
• making systematic and careful observations and, where 

appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, 
using a range of equipment, including thermometers and data 
loggers  

• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, 
labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables  

• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written 
explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions  

• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple 
scientific ideas and processes. 

 

Prior learning: 

Living things and their habitats 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• describe the differences in the life cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, 
an insect and a bird 

• describe the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals 

 

Building towards: 

KS 3 
Interactions and interdependencies 
Relationships in an ecosystem 

 
 

• the interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem, including food 
webs and insect pollinated crops 

• the importance of plant reproduction through insect pollination in 
human food security 

• how organisms affect, and are affected by, their environment, 
including the accumulation of toxic materials 

 


